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       hen we began weekly Urgent Care in 2020, we hoped 30 patients 
would receive care. That number actually makes me chuckle! Fast forward 
to August 2022, and in just one Saturday we treated 101 patients! It’s 
solidified now more than ever – the need isn’t going away --   iinn  ffaacctt,,  tthhee  
nneeeedd  ffoorr  hheeaalltthhccaarree  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  ggrrooww..  IItt  rreeiinnffoorrcceess  oouurr  ccoommmmiittmmeenntt  aanndd  
ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  ppeeooppllee  ooff  HHaaiittii..  

Sometimes it’s difficult to fully grasp or understand the complexity and 
challenges in Haiti, but what is very easy to understand is the heart of our 
mission. We’re ensuring that mothers get the help and education they need 
from pregnancy to postpartum and also breastfeeding support. Without 
us, a new mother wouldn’t have access to vitamins, education, lactation 
support, and community. Healthier mothers mean healthier babies.

FOTCOH is there.  

Thank you for your continued support for adults and children in Haiti.

In hope and health,

eet Edy, our new Clinic Coordinator in Haiti.

Earlier this year, we promoted Edy Jean Phillipe to 
this new position. Edy has continually shown his 
commitment to the people of Haiti since he began 
working at FOTCOH in 2017. He’s reliable and an 
excellent communicator (even improving his English 
so he can liaison with the team stateside).

He began working at the clinic as a security agent 
during the Vital Health Clinics and has been working 
with our Country Director, Boyer, to expand his 
operational and managerial skills. Boyer shared that, 
““II’’vvee  ttrruusstteedd  EEddyy  ssiinnccee  wwee  hhiirreedd  hhiimm  aass  aa  sseeccuurriittyy  
gguuaarrdd..  HHee  hhaass  aa  bbiigg  hheeaarrtt  aanndd  iiss  aann  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppaarrtt  ooff  
tthhee  FFOOTTCCOOHH  tteeaamm  iinn  HHaaiittii..””  

Edy has been essential in bringing supplies to the 
clinic via Port-au-Prince. He works with local vendors 
in Port-au-Prince to transport WASH filters, buckets, 
pharmaceuticals ,and medical supplies while safely 
avoiding areas with the most gang violence. He also 
works with FOTCOH’s 50+ employees, including the 
doctors and nurses, to create accurate health clinic 
reports. Executive Director Nathan Ruby elaborates 
that, "Edy is the #2 person at the clinic and is in 
charge when Boyer is traveling. His role is 
essential to our organization's growth. We're 
proud to have him as a part of our team." Thank 
you to Edy for your dedication to serving families in 
Haiti!  

“I’ve trusted Edy since we hired him as a security 
guard. He has a big heart and is an important part 
of the FOTCOH team in Haiti.” 

What we do with a dollar is next to amazing! We’ve proudly expanded 
programs, employ a team of 50+ Haitians, provide quality medicine with an 
on-site pharmacy, and are a destination of care for rural Haitians who often 
travel for days to seek treatment at our clinic. 

The need for healthcare continues to 
surge while costs continue to climb. 
Reflecting on how FOTCOH spends a dollar is remarkable. As I embark on 
my 7th year of leading this organization, I’m proud of our growth, Haitian-led 
team, and truly how far a dollar can go to change the life of a family.  
We couldn’t do it without you. 

We stretch a dollar to:

• Enroll a new mom in our breastfeeding education program, equipping 
her with prenatal vitamins, and support to avoid the high malnourishment 
rate (which has increased by 61% in the last year) that is so pervasive in 
Haiti.  

• Get on the ground in local villages to provide water filters to families 
who would otherwise drink, bathe, and cook in dirty water that leads to 
cholera and other preventable, life-threatening diseases

• Stock our in-house pharmacy shelves with antibiotics, antivirals, 
insulin, and more so that patients don’t 
have to figure out how to pay for their 
life-saving medications 

Thank you for continuing to keep the 
people of Haiti in your heart,  
and top of mind. 

With hope and health,

Nathan Ruby

Up for the Challenge: 
Country Director André 

Boyer Leads with Courage 

Transporting supplies and pharmaceuticals 
from Port-au-Prince to the FOTCOH clinic is 
more challenging than ever. Pharmacy and 
supply costs have skyrocketed, as well as the 
cost of transportation for those items. 

In early February, André Boyer successfully 
transported our annual pharmacy items 
including Medika Mamba and Vitamin Angel 
shipments safely to Jacmel, despite ongoing 
conflict in Haiti. It’s an arduous and dangerous 
process and we’re grateful for his commitment 
to the Haitian community! 

He shares, “Life in Haiti right now is challenged 
on so many fronts. I live at the clinic full time and 
I’m always onsite to manage the clinic, and the 
grounds, and protect our staff and supplies. 

Costs have increased 10x in one year. 

Something which cost $10 is now $100. The 
economic engine to run the country is not 
consistent. Banks are only open one or two 
days a week. One of the biggest challenges for 
people is scarce fuel.

There is no fuel for generators to produce 
electricity, no fishing because of the fuel 
shortage, and without fuel, it is hard for Haitians 
to travel to purchase basic food and supplies. 
There is little food to buy anywhere. At FOTCOH, 
we are committed to helping the people of Haiti 
now more than ever.”
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The supplies arrive safely 
to the clinic

Boyer transports shipments 
to the clinic



In Memory of our Faithful Volunteers      

All Hands In:
Together We Create Hope Through Partnerships

I

Dental Program Expansion

We faced significant supply and transportation issues 

last year but finally have delivered enough equipment 

and dental supplies to set up a ‘real’ dental office 

at the FOTCOH clinic. A full time dentist on staff (Dr.

Cayard) and new equipment means we will advance 

from performing only tooth extractions to actually

saving teeth with dental fillings in 2022. What a boon 

for the patients we serve! Our next goal will be 

providing preventive care in 2023.- Dr. Kate McGinn

ur dental program is expanding from tooth extraction only to a full dental preventive care
program under the leadership of our Haitian dentist, Dr. Cayard Johnson. Expanding the 

program with the current supply chain challenges and T
undertaking! Our Director of Operations, Ken Kersey, and Volunteer Dental Program Director
Dr. Kate McGinn, have been essential in navigating this 10-month long process to get new
hardware. Thanks to the Jones Day Foundation for their support and investment in this program
expansion. We couldn’t have done it without you!

The initial support from the earthquake last August 
allowed us to immediately send 600 water

impacted by the earthquake. Recent challenges with 

impacted. Fortunately, our localexperts,who have dedicated
years to FOTCOH, are managing these challenges on
the ground and adapting to customs changes as they

devastating earthquake, and we’re so grateful for the

Earthquake Update

O

T

Working through the night to prepare water filter deliveries.

The WASH team distributed water filters and hygiene kits and 
educated communities on safe hygiene practices

Dr. Kate McGinn

last about
10 years!

Did you know?

   n the past few months, FOTCOH has lost two dedicated 
volunteers and long time supporters of FOTCOH. 
Dr. Clifford Brown was a dentist and oral surgeon and 
Dr. Kent Bryan, a nephrologist, who along with his wife, 
Linda, went on 13 trips to Haiti leading teams and recruiting 
many other volunteers. Their stories are of good people 
making a difference in the world.

Our heartfelt condolences go out to their families and 
friends and we are grateful they chose to help others 
through sharing our mission.

F           oorr  oovveerr  1100  yyeeaarrss  tthhee  WWoorrlldd  HHeeaalltthh  OOrrggaanniizzaattiioonn  
((WWHHOO))  hhaass  ppaarrttnneerreedd  wwiitthh  FFOOTTCCOOHH  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  
vvaacccciinneess  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn  aanndd adults.     Working through 
the Haitian Health Ministry (HHM), vaccines for VPI 
(Vaccine-Preventable Diseases), Pentavalent (5-in-1 
vaccine protects against diphtheria, tetanus, 
whooping cough, hepatitis B, and Haemophilus 
influenzae type B), Rota Virus, and Nomo Coq, as 
well as Vitamin A shots are provided for children 
from 6 months to 7 years of age. Preventive care, 
like vaccines, helps set children up for a healthier 
future and decreases the cost of care long-term. 

Yvon Jean and Wilfrid Charles provide vaccines at 
the Vital Health Clinics for children and occasional 
tetanus shots for adults. Having these providers 
right outside the door makes it easier for parents to 
get care in one place rather than try to plan trips to 
dispensaries that are not always open and don’t 
always have the necessary vaccines.

Executive Director Nathan Ruby explains that:

eessppeecciiaallllyy  wwiitthh  ccuurrrreenntt  vviioolleennccee  pprroohhiibbiittiinngg  eeaassyy  ttrraavveell,,  hhaavviinngg  
mmoorree  sseerrvviicceess  iinn  oonnee  llooccaattiioonn  mmaakkeess  iitt  mmoorree  lliikkeellyy  ppaattiieennttss  wwiillll  ggeett  

tthhee  ccaarree  tthheeyy  nneeeedd..
“ “

With the current violence prohibiting safe travel, having more 
services in one location makes it easier and more likely for 

patients to get the care they need.

“ “
Introducing:

Sustainable Cloud Technology 
with Backpack EMR

Last year, we moved from managing our patients on paper to a simple, cloud-driven technology to collect patient 
information. 

We can track patient trends like scabies, which is currently the #2 complaint from 
patients, which allows us to proactively order pharmacy supplies and medication.

Moving to an online platform gives us the capability to do 3 key things:

1. Sync our Haitian providers with our U.S. volunteer providers for more effective patient management and 
oversight.

2. Pull up patient records, medication information, and treatment plans in seconds which further expedites the 
long lines during our Vital Health Clinics and Urgent Care. 

3.           collection to show YOU our significant impact! This system gives us clarity to scale and serve the Haitian 
population, see where our patients live, and how we can best serve them in the future.   

Changing our system in Haiti for managing and caring for patients isn’t as simple as you might think. Special thanks 
to Haitian Medical Director Dr. Nelson, Country Director Boyer, and Director of Operations Ken Kersey for leading 
this transition process, patiently training our staff in Haiti, and completing the change gracefully. Many thanks to our 
generous donors who made all of this possible! We’re now all-systems-go and able to access a detailed level of 
patient data that we previously couldn’t. Go, team!

Now Accepting Donations Through 
Donor Advised Funds

With our recent tech integration, we can now 
accept donor-advised funds with ease online! 
Some of the most popular DAF providers include 
Fidelity Charitable, National Philanthropic Trust, 
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund, Schwab 
Charitable, Vanguard Charitable, and the Silicon 
Valley Community Foundation.

For details visit: https://givebutter.com/forhaiti

Data

Nurse Nadine Moise fills prescriptions in 
the on-site pharmacy

Our providers review a patients medical 
history at the Vital Health Clinic



Why FOTCOH?
      s inflation rises and political turmoil continues, our programs are crucial for families in        
rural Haiti to access the healthcare they need.  

Our ability to manage  chronic health conditions (beyond just treating acute issues), when 
combined with our health and hygiene education, child nutrition, and clean water programs, 
enables us to address the needs of the rural Haitian communities.

The Latest in Haiti
In September, the economic challenges continued,
inflation continued to surge while fuel subsidies were 
slashed (increasing fuel prices), resulting in violent 
protests, vandalism, and lack of access to basics like 
food and water in Port au Prince. Much of the violence 
takes place in densely populated areas, but deeply 
impacts our ability to receive much-needed supplies, 
pharmaceuticals, and travel safely. 

We continue to closely monitor the situation and 
work with our Haitian-led team to prioritize the 
safety and care of our community, partners, and staff.

A

Public spending on health 
is below the average for low 
income countries at

$13 per
capita

40%
of Haiti’s population lacks 
access to essential health 
and nutritional services
(Worldbank)

As few as 
health professionals
per

6
10,000
people

Many Patients turn to FOTCOH when hospitials are under-equipped or unavailable

(USAID)

Sources for stats: Worldbank and USAID

Supporting Haiti from the 
Mountaintops of South Carolina

For Haiti, Now More Than Ever

Last fall, FOTCOH board members, supporters, and friends hosted an unforgettable celebration at Eagle Mountain 
Winery in Landrum, South Carolina. Events like these are a chance for our community to come together, laugh, dance, 
and most of all,  help families in Haiti.  

We’re so grateful to Sharon and Dr. Garron Lukas, Ernie Aud, and Brian Hersey for their vision and dedication to 
hosting this amazing event! Over 70 guests enjoyed the ‘golden oldies’ music of the ‘60s  and the opportunity to 
connect with the Haiti leadership team of  Andre Boyer and   Dr. Frantzso Nelson and our Executive Director, Nathan 
Ruby. 

We’re thrilled to share that the winery concert raised $41,485, which is the most successful fundraising event from 
our South Carolina supporters ever! WOW! Words cannot express our gratitude for such generosity by the Glassy 
Mountain community.

Funding from the event sustains and expands the health care programs so many Haitians depend on FOTCOH to 
provide. Thanks to all that supported this event!

The current situation in Haiti is dire. 
The violence, poverty, and profound 
challenges continue to worsen to a level 
we haven’t seen before.

While the debates continue about what 
is the best path forward, the people of 
Haiti need us. The need for health care, 
dental care, and access to clean water is 
more profound than ever. The lines to our 
2-week-long Vital Health Clinics continue 
to soar past the clinic gates.

The only time we see a lapse in patient 
numbers is when the gang violence is so 
close to the clinic that families stay home 
for fear of their safety. We’re so grateful to 
our Haitian-led team, under the direction 
of Country Director Boyer and Medical 
Provider, Dr. Nelson for their commitment to 
the Haitian community. Together, we remain 
hopeful and dedicated to helping adults and 
children in Haiti, even in the hardest of times.

Country Director Boyer and Dr. Nelson

Dr. Steve and Becky Connelly, Michael and 
Diane Roemer, and Howard Openo

Nathan Ruby, André Boyer, Kim Frawley, Martha 
Canata, Sharon Lukas, and Brian Hersey

Dr. Steve and Becky Connelly
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You’re invited to join the Hammond Founders Circle
The Hammond Founders Circle monthly giving program propels our mission, and 
most importantly, gives us the revenue consistency to grow our programs. You have 
the power to ensure that more and more patients are treated every single month at 
our clinic! Visit  fotcoh.org/hammondfounderscircle/ 
to become a member!

Show Your Support Board of Directors

Dr. Patrick Renick
President

Michael Henderson
Vice President

Brian Hersey
Treasurer

Jenna Ford
Secretary

Ernie Aud

Dr. Brian Bamberger

Julie DuBois

Dick and Barb Hammond

Marty Hammond

Jim Kaltenbach

Dr. Garron Lukas

Sue Wozniak

John Zamer

This fall you’re invited to share 
the love #ForHaiti on your social 

networks here: 
https://givebutter.com/forhaiti or by scanning the Qr Code. 

Many people are unaware of the challenges and ongoing 
needs that Haitian families encounter each day. Together, we 
can lift the voices of the Haitian people and continue to grow 
FOTCOH’s life-changing programs and resources that they 
count on each week. 

With Gratitude to 
First Mid Bank & Trust

We’re ever-grateful for community partners like First Mid Bank & Trust, 
who generously stepped up to match gifts up to $1,500 on Giving Tuesday! 
With your support, together we raised $8,078 for the WASH Program. This 
successful campaign helps ensure even more water filters get to families 
that need it. Thanks to all who participated in this global day of giving.


